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SECRET AMMAN 5673 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, JO, IS, SA 

SUBJ: JORDANIAN REQUEST FOR TROOP-CARRYING HELICOPTERS 
REF: A) STATE 194935 B) MAP AMMAN 1756 C) SECDEF 5262 

1. WE HAVE NO STRONG OBJECTION TO DEPARTMENT S 
SUGGESTION PER PARA 2 REFTEL THAT DOD AND DEPT TELL 
JORDANIANS TO LAY OFF LARGE COMMERCIAL HELICOPTER DEAL 
FOR THE PRESENT. WE WILL ALSO INFORM JORDANIANS HERE 

IF SUBJECT SURFACES PRIOR TO RESOLUTION OF HAWK PROBLEM. 
HOWEVER, WE SINCERELY DOUBT THAT JORDANIANS WILL TAKE 
ANY POSITIVE ACTION PRIOR TO OCTOBER AT EARLIEST; 

THEREFORE, APPROACH TO THEM IS PROBABLY UNNECESSARY. 
MEANWHILE, WE THINK DEPT (MC) SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT 
PROVIDE ADVISORY OPINION, BUT CONTINUE TO "STUDY" THE 
MATTER. 

2. TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE GOJ STILL PREFERS FMS. 

ACCORDING TO JAF OFFICIALS, THEY HAVE NEVER APPROACHED 
SIKORSKY OR BOEING ON MATTER OF HEAVY LIFT HELICOPTERS. 
INITIATIVE WAS ALWAYS TAKEN BY INDIVIDUAL COMPANIES WHO 
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OFFERED TO PRESENT DEMONSTRATIONS, BRIEFINGS AND PROPOSALS. 
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FOR THIS REASON, AS RECENTLY AS A WEEK AGO, CHIEF OF STAFF IN 
CONVERSATION WITH DATT FELT STRONGLY THAT OPTION IS STILL 
OPEN TO GO FMS IF, AND ITS A BIG IF, JORDAN DECIDES TO 
MAKE A PURCHASE. AT SAME TIME HE STATED THAT AT PRESENT 
THEY DID NOT INTEND TO DO ANYTHING BECAUSE THEY DID NOT HAVE 
ANY AVAILABLE FUNDS. THIS POSITION WAS REINFORCED WHEN 
SIKORSKY TEAM(AT PRESIDENTIAL LEVEL) WAS LEFT COOLING 
THEIR HEELS FOR FIVE DAYS LAST WEEK WHEN THEY TRIED TO MAKE 
THEIR LATEST AND FINAL PROPOSAL OF SOME $120 M TO SOME 
HIGH-RANKING JORDANIAN OFFICIALS. SIKORSKY DID NOT 
ESTABLISH CONTACT WITH DAO OFFICE ON THIS VISIT, BUT 
TO BEST OF OUR KNOWLEDGE THEY FINALLY SAW RJAF COMMANDER 
AND PRESENTED THEIR PROPOSAL. 

3. FEEL FAIRLY CERTAIN THAT WHEN AND IF JAF MAKES 
DECISION THEY WILL MAKE OFFICIAL REQUEST FOR P&A DATA 
OR LOA UNDER FMS. AT SAME TIME, FUNDING OF THIS MAGNITUDE 
WOULD HAVE TO COME FROM THIRD PARTY, PROBABLY SAUDI ARABIA, 
AND IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT THEY WILL FIRST GET FUNDING FOR 

AIR DEFENSE IN HAND BEFORE THEY HIT SAUDIS FOR ANOTHER 
MAJOR WEAPONS SYSTEM. 

4. AS FOR MILITARY REQUIREMENTS FOR 12-20 HEAVY LIFT 
HELICOPTERS, WE CANNOT PROVIDE RATIONALE FOR NUMBERS 
BECAUSE WE SINCERELY DOUBT EVEN JAF COULD DO THAT. WHEN 
SOMEONE ELSE IS PICKING UP TAB, JAF WOULD PROBABLY 
NEGOTIATE FOR AS MANY AS THEY THOUGH THE TRAFFIC WOULD 
BEAR. 

5. GOJ INTEREST IN HEAVY LIFT HELICOPTERS IS NOT NEW 

AND GOES BACK TO AUGUST 1973 WHEN KING CANCELLED ORDER 
FOR UH-IH'S AND STATED EVENTUALLY HE WOULD WANT HEAVY 
LIFT HELICOPTERS FROM U.S. THERE IS UNDOUBTEDLY A 
JUSTIFICATION FOR SOME HEAVY LIFT HELICOPTERS IN FULFILL- 
ING INTERNAL SECURITY, RESUPPLY MISSIONS, MEDIVAC AND 
EMERGENCY TAKS, AND BORDER PATROL MISSION (CURRENT 
ALLOUETTES ARE NOT SUITABLE AND ARE PRE-EMPTED MAINLY 
FOR VIP FLIGHTS.) ALSO. JORDANIANS MAY ENVISAGE POSSIBLE 
FURTURE MISSION FOR HELICOPTERS IN CONNECTION WITH JORDAN'S 
SECURITY ACTIVITIES ON ARABIAN PENINSULA. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 AMMAN 05673 221552Z 


6. WE RECOGNIZE HOWEVER THAT ADVERSE PUBLICITY COULD 
BE MADE OF HELICOPTER DEAL BY OPPONENTS OF HAWK. THIS 
IS PARTICULARLY TRUE IN VIEW OF JULY 1 1 STATEMENT 
REGARDING HELICOPTERS MADE BY KING HUSSEIN IN INTERVIEW 
WITH BEIRUT WEEKLY, AL HAWADETH: "...WE ARE TRYING TO 
BUY BIG TRANSPORTATION HELICOPTERS CAPABLE TO TRANSPORT 
REGIMENTS; WHEN WE GET THEM, CROSSING RIVER JORDAN 
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WOULD BECOME EASY." EVEN THOUGH THIS MAY NOT BE 
KING'S PRIMARY MISSION FOR HELICOPTERS. POSSIBLE OPPONENTS 
OF SALE WILL UNDOUBTEDLY LATCH ON TO THIS STATEMENT AND 
OTHER POSSIBLE AND MORE LIKELY MISSIONS WILL FALL ON DEAF 
EARS. 

7. WE WOULD HOPE TO REASSESS THIS SUBJECT FOLLOWING 
CONCLUSION OF THE HAWK CONTROVERSY. 

PICKERING 
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